
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In late summer of 1979, I had just published the 
very first issue on Hands On! magazine. It was an 
ambitious project, a one-advertiser magazine for 
Shopsmith, Inc. meant to show that the unique 
Shopsmith system – the multipurpose Mark V and 
its various accessories -- was as capable as a shop 
full of single-purpose tools. That first issue had 
been a back-breaker and it was evident that I 
needed help in the shop. Before I could hang out 
the help-wanted sign, a young man showed up with 
a woodworking portfolio that an experienced 
craftsman three times his age would have been 
proud of. Jim McCann joined our team and we got 
busy on the second issue. 
 
The November/December 1979 Hands On! – the 
Christmas issue – would be full of stuff for kids. I 
had designed about a dozen traditional wooden 
toys. About half-way through the build, someone 
remarked that we should have some toy tools. Jim 
and I immediately had the same idea: a toy Mark V! 
Trouble was, the issue was already packed tight. 
But I took the idea to Shopsmith Marketing anyway 
and they jumped on it. They would give the plan 
away at Shopsmith demonstrations during the 
Holidays. We designed the toy, and then Jim built it 
while I put the plans together. We decide to call it 
the Shopsmith Mark .5 – it was the first of many 
Shopsmith project plans. 
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